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Dear All - Ofsted Result

Welcome to the summer term and the latest edition of the
Family Learning Newsletter. It has been another busy year and
we are delighted to announce that the report from Ofsted is now
available on their website

(http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/oxedu reports/download/(id)/10602
6/(as)/52994 331447 .pdf).

Community Development in Leicester, of which Family Learning is
a part, was judged to be ‘Outstanding” “LCC has a highly
innovative curriculum that meets the needs of learners,
employers and communities. Learners can identify immediate
benefits of learning in themselves as well as their children such
as better health, improved motivation and the development of
employability skills. Tutors are highly knowledgeable and skilled
and provide a good range of learning activities. Parents and
children on family learning programmes have fun and work very
well together.”

Leicester Adult Skills and Learning Service was also judged to
have outstanding Equality and Diversity practices - here in
Leicester we expect nothing less! All other aspects of our
service were judged to be ‘Good.” Although we are extremely
proud of this report, we are not resting on our laurels. We
constantly strive to improve the quality of the Family Learning
we deliver, ensuring that the families you work with benefit from
the best possible opportunities to learn together and achieve
together.

This term we are offering a range of familiar and new
opportunities for families. Taking a lead from important
developments in Leicester (our ‘One Leicester’ strategy) we want
families to be able to benefit immediately from some new
initiatives. If any of the enclosed strike a chord with you, please
contact us to see if we can turn your ideas into a rewarding
learning experience for the whole family.

Catriona Kelly
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i Special Olympics - A taste of

! what's to come

Hosting the Special Olympics will bring a brilliant range of national and international
activities to the city. To capitalise on this we'd like to offer your families some ‘world
related’ workshops to help them get the best out of Leicester’s international feel this
year. ldentifying the favourite athletes, looking at maps, tasting new foods, listening to
other styles of music, colouring in flags will provide key stage one and two children and
their families with a flavour of the dynamic nature of what is to take place in our city.
We will link this in with the free swimming scheme for under 16s and provide a few adult
swimming passes to encourage a visit to the local swimming pool.

There will also be free tickets to the opening ceremony for a few participating

Families!

| i Arts & Crafts i | O |

Do your families have untapped creativity? Across the city there are some groups of
children and their carers creating murals, mosaics and other masterpieces, surprising
themselves with new skills and beautiful results. If you know a group who would enjoy
making something together, get in touch!

Family learning is offering a taster Family Arts course in the City Centre
during half term - see the back page for details. Please use this flyer to
advertise the opportunity to your families.
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| Every Object Tells a Story | |

This year we'd like to offer a new short course to families who would benefit from
spending time together and sharing a piece of their past. Every Object Tells a Story
gives them the opportunity to create a collage, poster, CD, DVD, PowerPoint, aloum - what
ever they choose, that tells the story of a favourite family object. 1t can be anything
they chose. One family brought along a selection of champagne corks that remind them
of births, weddings and personal successes. Another family brought a necklace that had
belonged to a distant relative, but been in the family for years. Another family brought
an album of family history. Whatever they chose, the idea is to create a story around
the object that is personal to the family, and told in any way they would like. This course
is ideal for families who are new to Leicester and would like to create something personal
and meaningful.

We will encourage all participating families to visit the local museums as part of this
course, complete in a ‘passport’ of activity that will enter them into a prize draw.



With the summer holidays on the horizon, it's time to think about keeping children
entertained over the summer months. Too Busy to be Bored is a short course that
encourages families to look at the internet, research their local area and find out about
all the activities that are taking place in the summer. Libraries, museums, parks etc
offer a wide range of family friendly ‘cheap and cheerful’ events to keep the children
active and entertained. To compliment this we suggest and demonstrate a wide variety of
simple craft activities to experiment with in the home. This course is suitable for all
primary aged children - and any younger siblings, and can be either a one-off workshop or
a short course.

Some schools find this so useful that they have booked their courses already. Giving
families the tools to manage the long summer holiday helps the children to return to
school in September rested, happy and with a lot of positive memories to start the new
school year.

| "Monfy, Monfy, Monf£y!” : | 0 |

This term we are offering a special workshop about money! It is for parents/carers and
KS2 children and it focuses on how parents can help their children to develop an
understanding of money in their everyday lives. It includes some exciting games and
provides participants with some useful “tools” to take home.

This one off event is free to families, and we will offer them the opportunity to continue
onto a longer courses. For more information, or to book a session, please contact us on
0116 229 4349.
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| Family ESOL | RoNw/

Having poor language skills is a barrier that affects many families in the city. Sadly, the
Government decided that ESOL provision is no longer free. Family Learning is able to
offer some Family ESOL to a few schools. Courses focus on the language that parents
need to support their children’'s development and learning (managing health checks and
contacting school are typical areas in which we support their language development).
However, we need to be absolutely sure that the families we work with are ones who
would not otherwise access language learning. We cannot offer ESOL “on the cheap”. If
you have families who are not confident or financially able to access learning, we would be
happy to consider offering a Family ESOL course to them. We have had considerable
success in some schools, building learners’ confidence such that they have now gone into
mainstream ESOL classes. The “knock on” impact for their children will be significant.



A Maths Menu - some different
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approaches to learning numeracy
i

Government analysis tells us that although we are developing our maths skills, we are
not doing it as quickly as we should! Here are a range of courses that might be just
the right approach for your families:

Magic Maths (Family Numeracy)

This course is now running successfully in more than one venue in the city. Making maths
games and sharing ideas about how parents can support their children to develop maths
skills is proving very popular. Magic Maths is all about how simple activities and routines
in the home can be used to reinforce children’s understanding of numeracy. It helps
parents to develop their own skills and encourages them to make and play maths games in
the home using numeracy vocabulary. Betting odds, the lottery and card games are all
good starting points for learning while playing. Magic Maths can involve children

learning alongside their parents, making links to children’s learning in school

and it supports parents to work towards the national tests. o
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Manage your Money - Financial Capability
As the credit crunch strikes home, now is definitely the time to ensure that families can
get the most out of the income they have. Managing debt, understanding loans and
interest rates and budgeting can make a big difference to family life. ‘Manage your
Money’ explores ways to help parents and carers cope with their finances. Supermarket
shopping (understanding how sales techniques work), bank accounts and debt management
are all topics parents can choose to explore. Professional help is
available from Leicester's Community Legal Advice Centre who can
follow up with individual issues if necessary.

Keeping up with the Children
A traditional approach to learning about what your children are learning in school - how it
is taught and how parents can help! This 6-week course tracks what children are learning
and makes sure the parents/carers understand. It is also an excellent springboard for
getting parents to develop their own numeracy skills.

Workshops

One-off tasters to allow cautious parents/carers to try out a range of numeracy
techniques, and give them the confidence to negotiate a follow on course that will be the
right approach for their school/centre.

Research proves that when the parents start learning for themselves, the impact it
has on their children is profound and lasting. As with all family learning, these
courses are highly kinaesthetic in approach. Learning by doing, trying out, discussing
and sharing, builds confidence and increases enjoyment. Our parents have a lot of
fun and learn while they are doing it. They take this enjoyment of learning 1’?

home with them to share with their children. é‘o' ' ;:_-,
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Family Arts

ProjzctT
Leicester Adult Education College

(Wellington Street, Leicester LE1 6HL)

Come along and spend quality time
together with your child

Have fun working together with
your child and other parents

Be creative and take part in the
Family Arts Project
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Leicester
City Council

Family Art Project

Wednesday 27" to Friday 29" May
From 10.00am to 12.00noon

If you would like to enrol or would like
more information please phone:
0116 233 4343




